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ADMINISTRATOR UPHOLDS PORT.L TO PORT/AL FOURS FOR MINERS:
POSTPONES EFFFRCTIVE DATE TO MAY 1

After a conferance with representatives of mine operators, General Philip B,
Fleming, Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, today announced his decision
t o sustain portal to portal hours for subsurface metal miners, but to postpone
the effective date of this construction of "houres worked"™ in tﬂis industry until
May 1. More than 100,000 miners are employed in the industries affected.

A report of Harold Stwin, /Assistant Dirsctor of the Hearings Branch of the
Division, recommsnding a portal to portal construction for the computation of
metal miners' pay was approved by the Administrator in March to be effective
April 1. Under this construction metal miners are to be pasid for all time under-
ground except for lunch periods of a half hour or longer.

Statements mzde by the mine operators showzd that there would be some Aiffi-
culty in revising practices so premptly to bring them into line with this interpre-

tation of the law, General Fleming said in regard to t-is postiponement.
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